
Figure 5. Text from Lambert McKenna’s
Bardic Syntactical tracts, Dublin 1944,
showing, in Roman type, the TIRONIAN

SIGN ET to represent the same sign from
original texts. Note that in the English
commentary McKenna uses AMPER-
SANDs. It would be burdensome to
encode the text with ä considered a font
variant of &.

ýam & ÛÃat   ýaÅ ilco & Ûe Ûuton  þ te soý
his & scripsit haec & scimus quia ue
Figure 2. Latin text from MacRegol of Birr’s Gospels, 9th century (Bodleian MS Auct. D II 19),
showing two AMPERSANDs, with Old English glosses above, showing two TIRONIAN SIGN ETs.
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Figure 1. Latin text from the Book of Dimma, c. 750-800 (Trinity College MS 59), showing three
AMPERSANDs in the second line: & uerbũ caro factum ÷ & habitauit In nobis & uidimus gloriam…

Figure 3. Text from Uilliam Bedel’s Leabhuir an tSean Tiomna, Dublin 1827, showing TIRONIAN

SIGN ET in Gaelic type.

Figure 4. Display advertisement from F�r: Irislea´ar µol�iste na hIolscoile, Gaillimh, 1942–43,
showing TIRONIAN SIGN ET with both Gaelic and Roman type.



Figure 10. Text from Tomás Ó Concheanainn's “Bréagfhoirmeacha, tét agus tét cliss, i dTochmharc
Eimhire” in Ildánach ildíreach: a Festschrift for Proinsias Mac Cana, Andover & Aberystwyth
1999, showing TIRONIAN SIGN ET in Roman type.

Figure 7. Text from the Library of Congress’Descriptive cataloging of rare books, Washington
1981, which specifies that AMPERSAND should be represented as AMPERSAND in library records, and
TIRONIAN SIGN ET by TIRONIAN SIGN ET, unless unavailable to the implementation, in which case [et]
should be substituted.

Figure 6. Text from Adriano Cappelli’s Diziona-
rio di abbreviature latine ed italiane, 7th edition,
Milano 1973, indicating the use of both AMPER-
SAND and TIRONIAN SIGN ET as distinct abbre-
viations for et in Latin manuscripts.

Figure 8. Transcription of manuscript text in
Timothy O’Neill’s The Irish Hand, Portlaoise
1984. Note that in Roman type he prefers to
present the TIRONIAN SIGN ET, but because of the
absence of this sign in his Roman font, he has
substituted DIGIT SEVEN for it. In the first line one
can see that the typesetter forgot to give the 7 the
necessary negative baseline shift as he has in the
second line.

Figure 9. Text from Anders Ahlqvist’s “Litriú na Gaeilge” in Stair na Gaeilge, Maigh Nuad 1994,
in which the author uses both AMPERSAND and TIRONIAN SIGN ET in Roman type in the last two lines.




